
In 1988, the City of Bloomington
entered into a development contract
with the Mall of America Company that
included public funding of public
improvements equal to 10 percent of the
Mall’s development costs over all phases.
Public improvements, such as street and
utilities, were funded through tax
increment financing (TIF), a tool that
utilizes a portion of property taxes paid
by the Mall to repay the debt issued by
the City through its Port Authority.

Bloomington has realized a positive
return on its investment in the Mall of
America. Additional developments in the
vicinity of the Mall added 1,705 hotel
rooms and $83 million to the city’s tax
base. The Mall attracted major
infrastructure improvements such as light
rail that, in turn, are driving the
construction of the $600 million
Bloomington Central Station transit-
oriented development. In addition,
Bloomington’s General Fund receives 
$1 million in taxes from the Mall each year

over and above the cost of services. The
State of Minnesota also benefits: the Mall
generates up to $32 million per year in
state sales tax revenues and pays $11
million per year in state income taxes and
$5.4 million in property taxes – a total that
has reached almost $50 million per year.

In its initial 1988 agreement with the
Mall of America Company, the City and
Port Authority developed a formula for
funding public improvements for future
phases. At that time, it was intended that
public improvements related to a second
phase of the Mall would be constructed
using TIF revenues from both the first

and second phases. However, in 2001,
state property tax reform legislation
shifted a portion of the commercial
property tax receipts directly to the state,
reducing revenues to the City for the TIF
District by $5.6 million per year. Due to
the delay in the start of the second phase,
the City is asking the Legislature for a
seven-year extension of the Mall of
America Phase II TIF District. The state, as
the major beneficiary, will be given the
opportunity to invest in maximizing
development of the site.

For more information, call
Assistant City Manager Clark Arneson
at 952-563-8921.
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City makes a clean sweep  
A dustless, waterless way to maintain streets

Leaves, sand and other pollutants on streets enter storm sewers
and flow directly to our lakes and rivers. Each spring and fall, Public Works
crews sweep more than 350 miles of city streets to keep neighborhoods
clean and protect the quality of our water bodies.

The City recently added a dustless, waterless street sweeper to its
fleet. Because no water is used, crews can sweep in winter, ridding the
streets of excess sand that accumulates from snow and ice control.

Sweeping up loose sand makes streets safer
for driving, reduces time spent sweeping in
spring and decreases the amount of salt and
sediment that reach our water bodies. As the
sweeper moves through neighborhoods, a
vacuum limits the dust and picks up finer particles that,
in the past, would have flowed down storm sewers.
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Take the step
Start your group walking 
Public Health and Parks and
Recreation, with support from
Prevention Minnesota, invite you to
have a “moving experience.” Join a
movement across Bloomington and
Richfield to make walking more fun.
Gather friends, family or coworkers
and form a walking group. It’ll be the
social event of the season with a
chance for prizes. For information or to
register your group, call 952-563-8877.

Pond Family Center 
Celebrate diversity

Parents and children of all ages are
invited to a multicultural celebration of
diversity through art, dance, music,
storytelling and food on Saturday,
March 3, 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., at Pond
Center, 9600 3rd Ave. S. Bring your own
picnic or purchase lunch for a small fee.
Festival cost is a $5 donation per family.
The event is sponsored by the
Bloomington-Richfield Parent Advisory
Council. For more information, call
Amanda Crombie at 952-888-0998.

Taste of Japan 
March cultural event
Join the Bloomington Sister City
Organization for an evening of cultural
activities, a Japanese dinner and a
silent and live auction on Saturday,
March 3, 4 - 9 p.m., at Bloomington
Civic Plaza. For more information, call
952-563-8735 or 952-563-8740 V/TTY.

Scenic Bloomington
2007 Calendars available

Celebrate
Bloomington’s
beauty year-
round with a
2007
calendar,
featuring

scenic shots from the community.
Purchase calendars for $5 in Human
Resources at Bloomington Civic Plaza,
1800 W. Old Shakopee Road.
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Preliminary development plans have been approved for the Mall’s $1.4 billion
second phase that include a 5.6 million square-foot, integrated, mixed-use center
with retail, hotel, office, residential and entertainment uses. This type of high-
intensity development, similar to downtown areas in other cities, makes better
use of costly infrastructure improvements such as highways, sewers and mass
transit. It also attracts a unique blend of tourists and tenants. Without public
improvements such as significant structured parking, high-intensity
development cannot occur. Structured parking constitutes approximately 60
percent of the on-site public improvements for the second phase of the Mall.
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